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difficult to believe the extent of the corruption among the population of
the Ussuri region. Everywhere husbands sell their wives, and do it
openly. Innocent girls, scarcely 15 years of age, are sold by their
mothers for 25 rubles at the most, and often for less than that. Even
transients acquire this cheap merchandise, never giving a thought to the
future fate of their victim.

Obviously, with reports like these, everybody feared the new, un-
cultivated, faraway country.

The distance of the region from Russia proper was so enormous
that it took the immigrants almost two years to travel from Europe,
across Siberia, to the new Russian lands. Later, the travelers began
to use the seaway, from the Baltic or the Black Sea, through the
Mediterranean, around India and China, arriving at the port of
Vladivostok.

Though in general it was opposed to the migration of peasants
to Asia, the government had to make an exception in the case of
the Far East. Since the very beginning of the Far Eastern settle-
ment, in the i86o's, and increasingly since the i88o?s, financial as-
sistance to immigrants and settlers had been the government's pol-
icy. An acre of tillable land in the Far East was sold to new set-
tlers for two rubles ($1.30), but even with state aid, the results,
until the end of the century, were exceedingly poor.

The population of the Russian Far East which had amounted to
15,000 in 1860 grew to 65,000 in 1867, 108,000 in 1879, 310,000
in 1897. At the end of the century, when the great contest over
Manchuria and Korea began, the entire population of the Russian
Far East did not exceed one third of a million.

SAKHALIN AND THE KURILES

As Russia approached the Sea of Japan, new areas and peoples
came in contact with her, and new international relationships be-
gan to be established. The island of Sakhalin lay only a few miles
from the Amur estuary. Farther to the east there was the long belt
of Kurile Islands. Japan was the nearest neighbor of Sakhalin. And
Korea was contiguous to the new Russian Far East. These were
the years when Commodore Perry opened the doors to firmly
isolated Japan, proposing to establish trade relations with the West-